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THE THUNDERCLAP

THE OFFICIALNEWSLETTERF THEHOBY NEW YORK EAST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

MESSAGEFROM E-BOARD EMPRESSSHILPA TANEJA

gy HOBY NYE! We are now
only 5 manths away from
the 2012 seminar, and
hopefully many of you are
on your way to completing your 100
hour community service goal. | have
already seen so many of this past
year's alumni at our HOBY events and
a lot of them have already gotten
even more than 100 hours! | would
also like to congratulate many of our
past alumni who have recently re-
ceived the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award for completing maore than
100 hours of community service in the
past year. This is not an easy task,
and it takes a lot of time and dedica-
tion, HOBY MNYE definitely has some
OUTSTANDING alum nil

These past couple months have been
vary busy with so many community
service events, Our HOBY alumni
have participated inwalks to bensfit
cancer and arthritis, volunteered at
the RBegional Food Bank every month,
and even helped prepare food at the
Equinox before Thanksgiving. The
Halloween Hangout was a lot of fun,
as many old and new alumni came
together to play fun games and carve
pumpking! There is another Regional
Food Bank date on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11th and the E-Board is also plan-
ning to have a Holiday Hangout in
January, so | hope to see many of you
there! There are so many opportuni-
ties for community service, and even
if vou aren’t able to come as far as
Area 3 to volunteer at aur alumni
events, there are plenty of aptions in
your own area. In this issue of the
Thunderclap, our Area 4 president
has some ideas on how to stay active
with HOBY and even get some more
community service hours! As we are
getting closer and closer to seminar,
there is one thing that is definitely on

many of your minds — becoming J-
Staffl It is DEFINITELY going to he
competitive this vear, and if you want
to stand out from many applicants
vou need to be active in your commu-
nity and work towards your goal of
100 community service hours. And
most importantly, don't forget to LOG
YOUR HOURS!

“Whatever vou can do, or dream you
can, begin it. Boldness has genius,
power, and magic in it.” This quote
reminds me so much of our HOBY
alumni, many of whom have begun
amazing community service projects
and truly made a difference in our
community. Especially during this
holiday season, there are so many
families who could use the help of
some outstanding volunteers like all
of you. Even the smallest caontribution
can make a difference — help out in
vour local soup kitchen, donate some
old hats and gloves to the Salvation
Army, buy a toy for Adopt-a-Family!
Your options are endless, and | know
that yvou will all positively confribute to
your community as hest you can,

Happy New Year & HOBY Hugs!
Shilpa
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MESSAGEFROM THEALUMNI ADVISORS

Hey HOBY!! It's the start of an OUTSTANDING new year, and we hope you'll take the time to re-
flect on your experience with HOBY since seminar and resolve to stay involved and to pledge ancth-
er 100 hours of service this year! 2011 was a banner year for HOBY New York East — it marked the
25t anniversary of our first seminar, it was the first seminar co-chaired by two HOBY NYE alumni,
and we have an absolutely OUTSTANDING group of alumni who have been working hard to make
this year one of the most OUTSTANDING years yet for our Alumni Association! Since seminar,
HOBY NYE 2011 alumni have logged well over 5,000 hours of service on HOBY Online, and several
of our alumni have logged MORE than 100 hours already! Check out the leaderboards on page 3 10
see some pretty impressive hours — especially HOBY NYE 2011 alum Amber Decker’s 163 hours
logged since June! Tothose of you who haven't been keeping up with logging your hours, definitely
try to take the time to update (especially if you’re hoping to return as a member of our Junior Staffl)
To those of you who ARE logging, keep up the great workl! The HOBY NYE 2011 alumni are setting
an OUTSTANDING examplel

While on the subject of our Junior Staff, we understand that there may be some interest in return-
ing for HOBY NYE 2012 as a J-Staff...  We're pleased to announce that our HOBY NYE 2012
J-STAFF APP HAS BEEN RELEASED! Find in on Facebook or at hobyrnyealumni.org! Now before
vou run off and start filling them out, there are a few things you need to know. First, it is VERY
IMPORTANT for you to fill out your application in its ENTIRETY. Not all of the people making the se-
lections for J-Staff have had the opportunity or pleasure to meet everyone who is applying, and the
application gives them a window into who you are and how you might fit into our staff and the semi-
nar as a whole. Second, we would love to take every person who applies because HOBY alumni are
some of the most OUTSTANDING people on the planet, but sadly we can't. J-Staff selection is al-
ways VERY COMPETITIVE — there are only 18 positions, and usually many more applicants! Appli-
cants are judged primarily on the depth and overall quality of their answers on the application and
on the L45 hours they have logged on HOBY Online. If you are not selected to become a J-Staff this
vear, don't fret! There are still opportunities available to help out at seminar! Mark on your applica-
tion that you are interested in helping out as a Junior PA (J-PA) and you could still be asked to come
and be part of the HOBY NYE 2012 experience for a day to help us make our seminar as OUT-
STANDING as possible for our 2012 ambassadors!  If you stay involved with us and keep logging
yvour hours, you will have another chance next year to be a J-Staff! Also, for another great way to
stay involved in HOBY and possibly volunteer as a J-Staff, we're looking to start planning CLeWs in
all of our Areas! For more information on CLeWs check out page 21, and feel free to contact us at
alumni@hobynye.org for details!

As we begin a new year, we're thankful for such OUTSTANDING alumni and staff who work so
hard to organize our many volunteer projects and social events, and we're looking forward to an
even more OUTSTANDING year in 20120 If there aren’t many events happening near you, talk to us
and let’s plan somel We can put you in touch with your Area President {or your Area Board if you
live in Areas 3, 4, or 5) so you can work with other HOBY alumni. If you don’t have an Area Board for
yvour Area, we could start one!l You are all leaders, and there are a lot of OUTSTANDING people
who will help you if yvou need it! Hope to see you at an alumni event sometime soon!

HOBY Hugs,
TJ McNally and Geoff Sherwood
Alumni Advisors, HOBY New York East
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2011 ALUMNI 2011-2012 L4S LEADERBOARD
Alumnus # Hours School
Amber Decker 163 Shaker High School
Alex Hollister 143 Johnsto wn Senior High School
Aaron Cassidy 139 Green Tech High School
Michaela Johnson 130 Schoharie High School
Mark Motler 130 Columbia High School
Kailey Rothacker 124 Ballston Spa High School
Tom Mclntyre 117 LaSalle Institute
Josh Lieberman 104 Liberty High School
John Lindsay 103 Niskayuna High School
Peter Phraner 102 Walton Central School
Hours logged by HOBY NYE 2011 alumni since the 2011 seminar!
ALL ALUMNI 2011-2012 L4S LEADERBOARD
Alumnus # Hours School
Amber Decker (2011) 163 Shaker High School
Katie Kennelly (2010) 161 Cornwall Central High School
Lindsay Lee (2010) 159 Bethlehem Central High School
Alex Hollister (2011) 143 Johnsto wn Senior High School
Aaron Cassidy (2011) 139 Green Tech High School
Mark Motler (2011) 130 Columbia High School
Michaela Johnson (2011) 127 Schoharie High School
Shilpa Tane ja (2010) 127 Shaker High School
Kailey Rothacker (2011) 124 Ballston Spa High School
Tom Mclntyre (2011) 114 LaSalle Institute
Hours logged by all HOBY NYE alumni since the 2011 seminar!
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LIFE WITH HOBY

Kayli McTague

On the second night of the HOBY NYE 2011
Seminar, as | sang “Time of Your Life” by
Green Day with two hundred new friends
surrounding me and tears running down my
cheeks, | dreaded what the upcoming after-
noon would bring. 'd only known these
people for two days and still the thought of
HOBY ending was unbearable. I'd been to
so many leadership workshops and confer-
ences before and they were all exactly the
same: you go, make friends, leave, and
never see or hear from them again,

But HOBY is nothing like, well, anything.

| feared I'd have a hard time transitioning
back into lite after HOBY, but really there’s
no such thing. Anyone who goes to the con-
ference knows once youve experienced
something like this, there is only life with
HOBY. From the second | got in my car to
drive home from the conference until today,

HOBY has been a fixture of my existence.
From monthly services at the Regional Food
Bank to the Making Strides Walk in Wash-
ington Park, it’s difficult to go any length of
time without a HOBY event in sight. | sub-
consciously find myself “sizzling” or calling
the simplest of actions “OUTSTANDING!” |
was almost suspended when | went back to
school that Monday and | asked my princi-
pal if he would “shake his thang” {just kid-
ding). I talk to group of seven of my fellow
HOBY ambassadors, (The Super Sevenl!,)
every single day. | strive to achieve my 100
hours of community service in the hopes of
being chosen as J-Staff so | can share my
experience with someone else. | find myself
passing the lessons and happiness HOBY
has brought me to all the people around me
every single day. And most importantly,
HOBY has assured me that as long as I'm
good at being myself, there is no other way
I need to be.
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Alex Hollister

Are you feeling guilty because the distance
between yourself and HOBY events is keeping
you from attending them? Do you often have
so many things to do over the weekend for
school that you can’t make it too events? Do
you often feel like you are too overwhelmed to
do any community service? Don't feel bad be-
cause you aren'’t the only onel

After the HOBY seminar in June, a lot of us
were saying things like, “I'll have my communi-
ty service done in no time,” or “This isn’'t going
to be too bad at alll” But when the school year
began and sports and other activities started,
many of us started to slack off a little. Many
people (including myself) started to become
overwhelmed by the entirety of Junior year,
But that’s alright! Here are some solutions to
help you get back on track with finding ways
to help out in your community! Look in the
“‘Community” section of your local newspaper
to see what things you can do in your commu-
nity to volunteer. | often find small things here
and there that | can help out with. Join your
schools Key Club! It can be lots of fun, and
the service hours you get from it can also
count towards your L4S hours! By joining Key
Club, | have gotten over 15 hours just from
those events. The same can be said for Na-
tional Honor Society! | volunteer twice a month
at a Habitat for Humanity site in a neighboring
town. It is an awesome experience to help
completely remodel a house for a welcoming,
needy family, and alls it takes is a few hours
out of your Saturday morning! If you are inter-
ested in helping out at a local Habitat for Hu-
manity, try searching for locations close to
youl

I live over an hour away from Albany and often
find it hard to go to all of the events, Even
though I'am unable to attend all of these
events, there are many other things that | doto
stay in contact with HOBY . For one, | work as
Area 4 President to help schedule events in
my area. As area presidents, we LOVE receiv-
ing ideas from people in our areas about pos-
sible events. We understand the distances
that separate the areas from mainstream
HOBY events. For this reason, we want to plan
as many events as possible that are in easy
driving distances for people. So don't be
afraid to share your ideas with us!

Also, being in arduous AP and College Clas-
ses, being a member of multiple time-
consuming clubs and extracurriculars, and
being a varsity athlete make it hard for me to
attend many events. Another thing | do to stay
active with HOBY, is that | have set up a col-
lection bin for bottles and cans in my school
cafeteria and | collect the bottle caps and can
tabs for Cans for the Community. It is a great
opportunity to help out the Ronald McDonald
House and the environment, while helping
your Area to collect the most tabs and win an
OUTSTANDING HOBY Hangout Pizza Party!!
S0 no matter how busy or far away you are,
always keep a place in your heart for HOBY!
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HALLOWEEN HANGOUT!

Mary Elisabeth Moore

This October, HOBY ambassadors got together for their very own monster mash. The ambassa-
dors dressed in their best costumes, including a Ness, bat woman, and our very own league of
HOBY heroes! Yes, HOBY Heroes attended the HOBY Halloween Hangout. Never has there
been a night so filled with the letter *h”. In addition to the fabulous costumes, there was candy,
bloody zombie video games, pumpkin carving, a mummy wrap contest, and of course a Super
Smash Bros tournament. The room at the Albany Elks Lodge was also covered with fake cob-
webs, spiders, and a fog machine to create an OUTSTANDINGLY ghostly atmosphere.
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FQUINOX THANKSGIVING
DINNER PREPARATION!

Amanda Gnirrep

Imagine cooking over 10,000 pounds of turkey, 2,000 pounds of ham, 840 pies and almost 3,000
pounds of yams to eat on Thanksgiving! Well this is exactly what the Albany Equinox does! On
November 21st some OUTSTANDING HOBY NYE alumni got the chance to help prepare meals for
the less fortunate at the Equinox in the Albany Empire State Plaza, We got the chance to make a
whole lot of stuffing, and spent a good amount of time peeling and cutting squash into bite-size piec-
es for these meals. Helping prepare these meals does a lot for our capital region and the Equinox
always needs the help to make this large amount of food. The Equinox provides hot Thanksgiving
meals 1o those who either cannot cook their own or don't have the funds to. They allow over 8,000
people to have a meal with their families on this holiday. Helping make some one else’s Thanksgiv-
ing a little warmer and a little happier is something that makes us more thankful for our own meals
and families!
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MAKING DINNER FOR THE
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

Teddy Burke

For most of us, there is no question of where
we are going to sleep at night or whether or
not we are going to eat dinner. We often take
for granted the fact that we are healthy and
that we are living in a warm, comfortable, safe
home. Chronically ill children, however, do
not have these luxuries, and constantly face
stress and worry. Gonveniently located near
Albany Medical Center, The Ronald McDon-
ald House serves as a place for sick children
and their families to stay and relax when they
cannot go to their own homes. If they are
staying at the house, they obviously are going
to need meals. But the Ronald McDonald
House staff cannot make dinner for all 20 to
25 people there every night. That is where the
volunteers come in.

On Sunday night, December 18th, a small
group of HOBY E-Board members got togeth-
er at the Honald McDonald House to make
dinner. We brought all our own ingredients
and made three outstanding lasagnas, one
meatless, one with sausage and one with
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ground beef. We also added some bread and
freshly baked brownies. As we cooked, we
heard the joyful laughter of young kids in the
surrounding rooms and were reminded of what
a great cause we were contributing to. It would
be impossible for HOBY to get a group togeth-
er to cook for the Ronald McDonald House eve-
ry night, but every single meal is important, and
simply making one dinner can relieve a lot of
stress from the house’s staff the parents of the
children staying there.

You don’t have to wait until the next planned
HOBY event to help at the Ronald McDonald
House. There are lots of ways to help out there,
and it's easy to volunteer. You can help out in
almost any different way you can imaging, from
cleaning to giving tours to cooking and baking.
You can volunteer as an individual or as a
group, and all you have to do is call them!
Each and every volunteer is a critical part of
making the Honald McDonald House the best
‘home away from home” it can be for chronical-
ly ill children and their families.
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SENDING LETTERS OVERSEAS

Katie Kennelly

Hey HOBY! For two years and counting, |
kick off the holiday season by spearheading
a letter writing campaign for our soldiers
overseas (this year | made it on the front
page of our town newspaper!). The day be-
fore Thanksgiving break, | ask every student
in my high school is to write a letter to a de-
ployed serviceman. . | send the letters
through the annual Red Cross Holiday Mail
for Heroes and a non-profit organization “A
Million Thanks.” My directions are simple;
begin with Dear Soldier or Dear Hero and do
not put "find me on Facebook!" The rest is up
to them.

Knock Knock! Who's there” Tank! Tank who??
You're welcomel

Each year | find myself more impressed by
the creativity, time, and dedication my fellow
students have, After | collect all eleven hun-
dred letters, my family and | sit in the living
room and fan them out like gifts on Christmas
morning. We take hours reading through eve-
ry single card. It's become a family tradition
and a fantastic bonding experience; from

military jokes to serious gestures, each card
evokes a new emotion. We laugh at some,
we smile at most, and shed a tear at the most
heartfelt. In those precious moments, | realize
that it is not only my project; every friend,
every teacher, every student plays a vital role
and | could not thank them enough for their
support.

Weelks later, a trickle of cards, letters, and
photos begin to arrive at the school. Believe
it or not, the soldiers write back! | have found
it equally as gratifying to receive a letter as it
is to send one. | get the honor of reading
every response and hand delivering it to cer-
tain students; there are certainly some envi-
ous looks! | was lucky enough to receive a
letter back from General David Patreaus.

I've grown as a leader and as an individual
from my efforts in initiating this project. | can
only hope it continues to thrive in my school
and | vow to bring it with me wherever my
next journey may be; it’s a great project you
can initiate in your schooll
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J-STAFF APP
RELEASED!

HOBY ;-

2012 HOBY NYE J-Staff Application

E2

Directions:

F.ead the entire application in filll bafoss entering any information

Pleazs enzus that vour contact information iz filled outin its sntissty.

Dwuea Diata For Applications: February 10,2012,

LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT EE ACCEPTED!! DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE
LAST MINUTE!

# Seethelastpagein the doc “WHERE TOSEND YOUR APPLICATION™ for instructions.
s Al licants will ba notifiad within 4-6 weaks of tha lication dua data.

for All J-Staff Prior to the Seminar
s Complats the 100 volumtesr hout commitment by Jure 1, 2012
o Voluntesr hours MUST ba segistersd on HOB'Y caline.
o {Go to bttp://wiww. hoby. ore/and scroll down until you se2 Log Yow Leadership for
Sarvica Voluntesr Hours)
o Links for the L43 log-in and other infommation can slzo b found on
www. hobymye.org
=t ome group in one of the following manmers:
Encourags fachmen at vour :chool to apply to be ambazzadods at a CLEW
OTE sophomodss at your school to apply to be ambaszadors at the ssminar
o Communitysarvics orisntad sroup such as:
= Kiwanis, Ells, VFW, Lions clubs, stc.
= Local Nen-Profits
=  The person/peopls who sponsored vour attsndsncs to HOBY
o Thedateof the prasentation, type of sndience, contart name and phone number for
the group vou chooss must ba providad. Plagsanza the group presantstion templats
&t tha end of tha application to racord this informstion
o If you have not yat complatad the spasking criteria pleasa describa your plans to
fulfill this item.
Attand tha 2012 Seminar S Training svant {Training Data To Bs Daterminad ) Mo
information will be provided to the sslactad J-5tff Training iz ususlly schadulad in lats
April or Early Tuna.
& SanM=a sponsod fof vour attendancs af the ssminar. Sponsorzidp = $200.00

for All J-Staffat the S emimar

You must ba gpmmit to being at the Leadership Saminsr for the entire waskend.

Start Tims: Thursday My 31, 2012 at 5-6p.m.

End Time: Sunday, Jume3, 2012 at4pm.

Extenusting ciscemstances for sy shesncs are considerad to be family, medical and/or
school smerganciss.

Hey HOBY! Has HOBY changed your life? Would you like the opportunity to make the lives of a
new group of ambassadors TOTALLY OUTSTANDING?I?! Well here’s your chance to come back
as an OUTSTANDING HOBY NYE 2012 seminar volunteer! Download the HOBY NYE 2012 J-Staff
Application from www.hobynyealumni.org or find the link at www facebook.com/HOBYNYE, com-
plete it as well as you can, and e-mail it to staff@hobynye.org by February 10th! The J-Staff selec-
tion process is always highly competitive, so doyour best and good luck!




WINTER2012 PaGE 11

VOLUNTEERING AT THE
REGIONAL FOOD BANK!

HEY HOBY! Every month a group of OUTSTANDING people
meets to volunteer at the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern
New York—it's a lot of fun! We usually sort food, housewares,
or personal hygiene items into boxes, but sometimes there’s
something new to try too, like chopping some frozen carrots or
scooping thousands of pounds of cereall Of course we always
try to throw in some cheers. It’s only a few hours of your time,
and what we do really makes a difference for thousands of
people across New York. The people at the Food Bank can
always use a little extra help and they really appreciate our
work, We've had some HUGE work crews coming out this year
and it truly is 'the more, the merrier’ - join us for a great time
with some of the most OUTSTANDING people you know!

January 15t February 26 March 25t

12:00 - 3:00 12:00 - 3:00 12:00 - 300
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Imagine yourself buying a bottle of your favorite soda.
How many times do you unscrew and re-screw that
top on the bottle to satisty your own thirst? Then,
when you finish, you drop it into the garbage can (or
perhaps into the recycling bin if it’s nearby). Collect as many
Or maybe you prefer drinking out of a can. And you cans as you canl!

sit twisting the pull tab back and forth absent minded- -
ly until it pops off. You then proceed to drop both the The deposrt can

tab and the can into whichever trash receptacle is be donated to
closest. charity and the
Now imagine yourself pulling off that lid one more tabs will help the
time, or holding onto that tiny piece of metal, But this Ronald McDonald
time you're not doing it for yourself. You're doing it for

others. Many do not realize that five seconds of their House!

time can turn into a new dimension of help and com-
munity service,

Cans for the Community is a project we started last
yvear that spanned across all of HOBY NYE
to collect as many plastic tops and metal
tabs as possible. The beauty company Ave-
da accepts the screw top lids and turns
them into new lids and tops to keep them out
of the waterways and to recycle the materi-
als. The Honald McDonald House collects
the can pull-tabs and takes them to local re-
cycling plants where the metal is then
weighed and valued. The Ronald McDonald
House then receives money in exchange for
the tabs.

Last year the total amount collected from all
of HOBY NYE was nearly 27,000 items! We
hope to top that again this year and encour-
age you all to contact your Area Presidents
and start collecting!! The competition starts
now - which Area will collect the most and
win a HOBY Hangout pizza party to
celebrate??
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HOBY BRACELETFORA CAUSH

HEY HOBY!

Hi! My name's Lindsay and a
little while back | began making
friendship bracelets for fun,
simply playing with designs. It
suddenly became more than a
pastime to me and | began sell-
ing them to a fe w of my friends.
After making a surprising
amount of money in the first
month of sales, | decided to
donate some of my proceeds to
a cause.

tive task for me and before |
knew it, hours would have
passed while | worked on a one.
| wanted to spread that joy to
others!

To view my online catalog go

to www.flickr.com/LoveBracelets

If you would like to order one,
e-mail me at
L.Lee_Braceletg@yahoo.com
with this information:

40% of my proceeds go to the
Children's Hospital, which | in-
tend to visit and teach the chil-
dren there how to make the
bracelets themselves. Bracelet
making became a highly medita-

Name:

Style of bracelet:
Very specific colors:
Wrist size (in cm):
Address:

~

While my prices may seem steep to some, please consider the
amount of time being put into these bracelets and the fact that
they are custom made, as well as the fact that a portion is going
to charity! Please also feel free to donate - any extra donation
on an order will go directly to the Children 6 s Hospital and not
be factored into the 4 0%!

HOBY BRACELET HUGS TO ALL!
Lindsay Lee

~Area 3 Shogun

~HOBY NYE P10 Alumnus

WE WANT

* %X YOU X %

TO STAY

INVOLVED

[221Ay3 F2NJ I 3INBIG gle (2 aﬁl-é Ay@2f SR AY 1 h. K yias
h!¢{¢!'b5LbD I h., b,9 !fdzYya !aaz20AllGA2yK LyﬁéNBé(]ét AY
t NEBAARSY(d G2RIé& FyR a1l lo2dzi K2é ,h! Oly 0SS Ay@d2ft OpR A
26y HOU | SNBEQa a2YS 2F GKS h! ¢{ ¢! b5LbD I fdzYya
AREA 3 Board AREA 4 Board AREA 5 Board
{K23dzy [ AYyRa&l & 5[d§c”fs £ SE |1 2t 04 a68z0z8 { i LIKSy ahjads
5FAYe2 ¢KS2R2NBa . NdiNkASES / I NI LYBNY &S {c“) /I-YSN-B)/ C
{FYdz2NI A ¢2Y aéLyLBéfNUES Yet S CI NRWRHEt 3t YA)/ -ttt { QI Yy
{FYdzNI A ! 008 |/dAYIETaaS /1 NAYRIRI.fAHA é{IAféé w2 Ikl O
{FYdz2NFA YIF&tA /aDCtJa@z8S | 2€ t & MmRIVIAZISIDRA dzf Ay 5 AIDA 2 |
| ARFf3F 9YAfte& DIFIYPEE?2



http://www.flickr.com/LoveBracelets

PAGE 14 THE THUNDERCLAP

MEET YOUR AREA 3 BOARD!

Name: Kayli McTague

Age: 16

Position: Area 3 Samural

Session Year and Group: 2011 Purple R

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: HOEY's presence in my life. There isn't a day that goes
by where | don't talk to at least one of my HOBY friends (Super Sevenl! shout out!). | live for my
next service event and | strive to be J-Staff. | find myself telling people all about my experience,
Once you're a part of HOBY, HOBY is a part of you.

Where are you from: The hood. I'm from Albany, New York and 've lived here my whole life. |'ve
been in the public school system since kindergarten and I'm really involved in the community. |
know no matter where | go to college or get a job, this city is one that will always be a big part of
me.

Pet Peeves: Pigeons. They're totally gross and | kicked one once on the street in New York City (it
was an accident though, | swear!). Pessimism. | honestly can't stand habitually negative people.
Life is too short to waste your time being anything but happy.

Who inspires you: My former French teacher, Madame DiNovo. She uses her job as an educator to
teach so much more than French. Because of her | know that as long as | can learn, | can do any-
thing. And she has an unparalleled passion for her profession. She's making the world a better
place one student at a time.

Favorite Cheer: Despite the fact that | thoroughly enjoy a good sizzle, Hey Burritol is my fav. Fo

shiz.

Name: Tom Mcintyre

Age: 16

Position: Area 3 Samural

Session Year and Group: 2011 Purple R

What is your favorite thing about HOBY : Everything at HOBY is just so outstanding, | know every
HOBY alumni will be equally outstanding. HOBY also takes all the energy and enthusiasm of your
life and pours it into one weekend.

Where are you from: East Greenbush

Pet Peeves: The use of "your" in the place of "you're," and when people say, "that grinds my gears."

Who inspires you: Tony Bennett

Favorite Cheer: Chester & Hotter than Hot
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MName: Ellen Stockert

Age: 16

Position: Area 3 Samurai

Session Year and Group: 2011 Orange E

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: Energy!!l And meeting new people! | LOVE meeting new
people and getting to tell all of my stories to them for the first time! But in all seriousness, | especial-
ly love how easily | got 1o know so many people and how close | have gotten to them. |'ve made so
many new friends- who are now my best friends- and | know | will only meet morel Plus | really love
that | can help my community while being with my friends and having an outstanding timel

Where are you from: Albany and its suburbs. Technically. But | have New Jersey roots.

Pet Peeves: | HATE NAIL FILES! The sound of nails on a nail file drives me crazy. And | don't like
when people make excuses. Oh, and knuckle-cracking makes me feel sick.

Who inspires you: | really ook up to my sister. It sounds cliche but she is my best friend in the en-
tire world. I'm also inspired by people who feel really comfortable in their own skin. If you can't be
proud of who you are, then who can?

Favorite Cheer: | love the Hugh O'Brian cheer. It gets stuck in my head. "Don't mess with the best
cause the best don't mess, don't fool with the cool cause the cool don't fooll Hugh O'Brian! Hugh
Hugh O'Brian!"

Name: Abby Hutton

Age: 16

Position: Area 3 Samural

Session Year and Group: 2011 Purple H

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: My all-time favorite thing about HOBY is definitely the
friends I've made. They're the most OUTSTANDING people I've ever met, and | know that they will
be in my life for a really long time,

Where are you from: I'm from Coloniel

Pet Peeves: | hate when people make sterectypes about other people. Who cares if | break out into
random sizzling in the hallway!? I'll do what | want, don't judge mel

Who inspires you: My 8th grade English teacher, Mr. Mo. | used to be super shy and quiet but he
made me step out of my comfort zone! He really took the time to get to know me not only as his stu-
dent, but also as a person. He pushed me to my limits, and because of him | don't let any obstacle
get in the way of my success.

Favorite Cheer: My all-time FAVORITE cheer is and forever will be the sizzle. | showed it to my
friends, my freshmen that | mentor, and | make them do it every now and then with me. | randomly
sizzle during the day. Some call me obsessed...
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Name: Teddy Burke

Age: 17

Position: E-Board Cabinet Member/Knight, Area 3 VP/Daimyo
Session Year and Group: 2010 Green |, 2011 Purple R J-Staff

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: Everyone can be themselves and completely get rid of
their "box". It's so easy to feel comfortable being crazy and coming out of your shell when you're
at HOBY events. And it's a great way to mest amazing new people - some of my best friends are
people | have met through HOBY.

Where are you from: Area 3, | live in Colonie and | go to Christian Brothers Academy
Pet Peeves: People who like Moe's more than Chipotle

Who inspires you: Everyone from HOBY! They inspire me to be myself, be enthusiastic and loud
and help the community at the same timel!

Favorite Cheer: PIZZAl

MEET YOUR AREA 4 BOARD!

Name: Kyle Farina

Age: 16

Position: Area 4 Comte

Session Year and Group: 2011 Hed A

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: Everything about it. | love how it encourages people to
stand up and speak their minds. The feeling you have after leaving is unimaginable!

Where are you from: Amsterdam, NY

Pet Peeves: | can't stand it when people text right next to each other. | understand you want to
keep it private, but it's semi-rude to others in the room. If it's that personal, save it for a conversation
later. :D

Who inspires you: I'm really inspired by Betty White, as strange as it may sound. She's 89 years
old and is still working and living life to the fullest. She's also one of my favorite actresses!

Favorite Cheer: \We are the Red Team and you know what we got! (What do we got?)
We got a section that's hotter than hot! (How hot is hot?)
Batman, and Superman {(Uh huh Uh huht)




WINTER2012 PAGE 17

Name: Cara Tomaso

Age: 16

Position: Area 4 Marquise

Session Year and Group: 2011 Green H

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: The feeling that you get after the HOBY seminar. | re-
member feeling like | could conguer the world!

Where are you from: Herkimer, NY

Pet Peeves: Popping Gum! Argh, | squirm just thinking about it.

Who inspires you: On a cliche note, my Grandma Vicky, because she's accomplishes outstanding
-ness everyday. On a worldlier note, Gabrielle Giffords. | just read her and her husband's book and

was completely blown away,

Favorite Cheer: Baby Shark!

MName: Clarinda Blais

Age: 16

Position: Area 4 Comtese

Session Year and Group: 2011 Yellow |1 ;-)

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: The way it brings kids out of their shells, and makes
them more comfortable with themselves!

Where are you from: Herkimer, NY
Pet Peeves: When people sniffle a lot, and are afraid to be themselves
Who inspires you: My skating coach, Jeremy Abbot, Ryan Bradley

Favorite Cheer: Uhmm the one that's all. .. i said a broom sweep a broom chickwaka boom boom!

Name: Holly Olmstead

Age: 17

Position: Area 4 Comtese

Session Year and Group: 2011 Blue Ol

What is your favorite thing about HOBY : Mesting everyone and the cheers!
Where are you from: Northville

Pet Peeves: Naothing!

Who inspires you: My dad.

Favorite Cheer: Shake your Thang!!
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MEET YOUR AREA 5 BOARD!

Name: Kailey Hothacker

Age: 16

Position: Area 5 Hidalga

Session Year and Group: 2011 Yellow H

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: HOBY is some place that | get to be me {: | have made

best friends from HOBY and they think in similar ways that | think. And of course you've got to love
the cheers (;

Where are you from: Ballston Spa

Pet Peeves: My biggest pet peeve has to be pickles, they're just so unnaturall

Who inspires you: My parents really inspire me, but the people who inspire me the most are kids
my age who are doing amazing things for the world. They make me want to keep doing more and

more!

Favorite Cheer: My favorite cheer hasto be..... | feel so good!

Name: Kendall Scanlon

Age: 16

Position: Area & Hidalga

Session Year and Group: 2011 Green J

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: The ability to be yourself and become friends with so
many great people

Where are you from: Clifton Park
Pet Peeves: People who aren’t themselves
Who inspires you: My sisters

Favorite Cheer: H-O-B-Y H-O-B-Y, HOBY|
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Name: Giuliana DiGioacchino

Age: 16

Position: Area & Hidalga

Session Year and Group: 2011 Blue M

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: Meeting new people, the cheering, and learning the
tools | need to step up and be a leader to help out my community

Where are you from: Hotterdam, NY
Pet Peeves: Lazy people.
Who inspires you: My aunt,

Favorite Cheer: Can you show me how to sizzle??

Name: Marisa Parotta

Age: 16

Position: Area & Hidalga

Session Year and Group: 2010 Purple B

What is your favorite thing about HOBY: The constant energy, excitement, and friendships |
have made.

Where are you from: Bolton Landing
Pet Peeves:
Who inspires you: My sister

Favorite Cheer: HOBY PONY
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